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One of  the most misunderstood doctrines of  the 

Bible is the topic of  Hell Fire. 

 We need to know the answers to a few 

important questions. 

 Once we know the answers to these 

questions the topic will be very easy to be 

understood. 

 The questions are….. 
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1) IS there a Hell Fire? 

3) WHERE will it burn? 

4) WHEN will it burn? 

5) For HOW LONG will it burn? 

2) For WHOM is it? 



1) IS there a Hell Fire? 

The word hell is mentioned  88 times in the 

bible. In the Old Testament 64 times the 

Hebrew word sheol is used. In the New 

Testament there are 3 Greek words used: 

Hades is used 11 times, tartarus is used once, 

and gehenna is used 12 times.  
 

Let us see what Jesus said about hell. 



 Matthew 23:33 “Ye serpents, ye generation of 

vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of 

hell?” 

 So there is Hell fire taught in the Bible. 



2) For WHOM is it? 

In Matthew 25 the Lord Jesus talked about the 

righteous and the wicked people. He said the 

righteous, the sheep, will be on His right side. And 

the wicked, the goats, will be on His left side. 

 After the judgment the wicked are condemned 

into hell fire as they are the cursed people. 



2) For WHOM is it? 

Mat 25:41 “Then shall he say also unto them on the 

left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into 

everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 

angels” 

So hell fire is for the cursed or the wicked people, and 

for the devil and his angels. 



3) WHERE will it burn? 

The book of  Revelation gives us a panoramic picture 

as to how things will unfold…. 



3) WHERE will it burn? 

Rev 20:7-9 “Satan…. shall go out to deceive the 

nations which are in the four quarters of the 

earth, …… And they went up on the breadth of 

the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints 

about, and the beloved city: and fire came down 

from God out of heaven, and devoured them.” 

So the wicked people and the wicked angels, with 

the devil, will be burnt “ON” earth 



Ezekiel 28:18 “… therefore will I bring forth a 

fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, 

and I will bring thee to ashes upon the 

earth in the sight of all them that behold thee.” 

They won’t be burning somewhere under the earth 

but “ON the breadth of  the earth” 

The Old Testament also mentions that Satan will be 

destroyed in the fires of  hell “Upon” the earth. 



Hell fire is NOT somewhere inside the earth but it will 

burn “upon the earth”. 

 Are the wicked burning ON the earth today? 

NO! 

 Hell fire has not yet begun. It’s going to burn in 

the future. 

 So how many people are in hell today? 

NO ONE! 



4) WHEN will it burn? 

The Bible says that after the 2nd coming of  Jesus 

the righteous people, along with Jesus, will judge the 

wicked people and the wicked angels for 1000 years 

in heaven. 

 After the 1000 years the executive judgment of  

the wicked will take place. 



4) WHEN will it burn? 

Rev 20:7, 9 “And when the thousand years 

are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his 

prison,…. And they went up on the breadth of the 

earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, 

and the beloved city: and fire came down 

from God out of heaven, and devoured them.” 



Rev 20:12, 15 “And I saw the dead, small and 

great, stand before God; and the books were 

opened: and another book was opened, which is the 

book of life: and the dead were judged out of those 

things which were written in the books, according 

to their works… And whosoever was not found 

written in the book of life was cast into the 

lake of fire.” 

The wicked are put into the fires of  hell after the 

1000 years judgment. 



So it is clear that hell fire is not burning today. 

It will start after 1000 years from the 2nd coming of 

Jesus.  
 



Some people take the story that Jesus told of  the 

rich man and Lazarus as a literal story, and think 

that Hell is already burning, and the wicked are 

already there. 

 But that is only a parable. Parables are not 

meant to be taken literally. Only the intended 

meaning has to be taken. If  it is taken literally, then 

there are serious problems in it. 

Look at where Lazarus was! 



Luke 16:23 “…. and seeth Abraham afar 

off, and Lazarus in his bosom.” 

“In his bosom” Or “on his chest” as other versions  

put it. 

If  all the righteous sit on Abraham’s chest then 

Abraham’s chest must be as large as heaven! And 

poor man will be stuck in one place if  he is made a 

seating place for the rest! 

 Also look at the next verse… 



Luke 16:24 And he cried and said, Father 

Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 

Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his 

finger in water, and cool my tongue; 

for I am tormented in this flame. 



The rich man is tormented in the flame and he 

wants to cool his tongue. And how much water is he 

asking for Lazarus to bring? 

 You will get only one drop of  water if  you dip 

the tip of  your finger in water! 

 And Lazarus has to travel from heaven to hell, 

and into the burning flames, and he is carrying only 

one drop of  water to cool the rich man’s tongue! 

Then shall we conclude, that hell fire is not hot at 

all? Well, the fact is the Rich man and Lazarus story 

is not a real story. It is only a parable! 



5) For HOW LONG will it burn? 

This is where all the confusion has taken place.  

 Most Christians believe that hell fire will burn 

for all eternity because the Bible uses some words 

which seem to suggest that. 



Mat 25:41 “… everlasting fire” 

Mark 9:44 “Where their worm dieth not, and 

the fire is not quenched.” 

Rev 14:11 “And the smoke of their torment 

ascendeth up for ever and ever…” 



Based on these verses people have concluded that 

that hell fire will burn for all eternity.  

 If  these verses were the only verses in the Bible  

about hell fire then we have to believe that it will 

last for eternity. 

 But the Bible also gives us many other verses  

that tell us that the fire will put off, that people will 

not live forever in hell, but will die in hell; that 

everyone will turn to ashes, etc.  

 Let us now look at those other verses. 



Isaiah 47:14 “…. the fire shall burn 

them; ….. there shall not be a coal to 

warm at, nor fire to sit before it. 

After the fire burns the wicked the Bible says there 

won’t be any coal or fire! 

 The fuel/coals for hell fire are the wicked 

people. Once the wicked are burnt out how can the 

fire continue? 



Malachi 4:3 “And ye shall tread down the 

wicked; for they shall be ashes under 

the soles of your feet in the day that I shall 

do this, saith the LORD of hosts.” 

After the fire and coal are gone, there will be only 

ashes left. And that is exactly what the Bible 

teaches. 



Ezekiel 28:18 “… will I bring forth a fire from 

the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and 

I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in 

the sight of all them that behold thee.” 

In the book of  Ezekiel God says even the devil will 

be brought to ashes. 

If  the devil, the worst sinner, will be brought to 

ashes then every sinner for surely will! 



After a life on earth we all die. The righteous 

have only one death. 

 But the wicked people have a 2nd death 

as well. They are resurrected from the grave 

after 1000 years, after the 2nd coming of  

Jesus. And then they will be rewarded in hell 

fire for all their sins. And there they will die 

again, the 2nd death. 



Rev 21:8 “….. shall have their part in the 

lake which burneth with fire and 

brimstone: which is the second death.” 

If  people continue to burn forever in hell then how 

can it be called the “2nd death”? 



Matthew 10:28 “… but rather fear him 

which is able to destroy both soul and 

body in hell. 

In the 2nd death in hell it will be a complete 

destruction. Nothing will remain of  them.  

The Lord Jesus said…. 



Malachi 4:1 “…and the day that cometh shall 

burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that 

it shall leave them neither root nor 

branch.” 

Prophet Malachi also wrote of  their complete 

destruction. 

If  root and branch are destroyed, then what is left? 

Nothing! 

 The root of  sin is Satan. And the branch are 

sinners. 



Obadiah 1:15, 16 “For the day of the 

LORD is near upon all the heathen…. 

and they shall be as though they 

had not been”. 

Prophet Obadiah says they will be out of  existence. 

As they were not around before they were created 

they will not be around after their destruction!  



 Psalm 37:10 “For yet a little while, and the 

wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt 

diligently consider his place, and it shall not be. 

The Bible says God takes no pleasure in the death of  

the wicked. The fire will burn only for a “Little 

while” says the Psalmist. 

“A little while” is definitely not years or even months. 

It might be maximum in days. 



So we have two opposite views given. 

The Bible says…. 



Eternal fire 

Ever and ever 

Fire not quenched 

Worm does not die 

A Little while 

2nd death 

No fire and no coal 

ashes 

Body & soul destroyed 

As though not been 

Both are the opposite to each other. How to solve 

this problem? Which one is correct? The list on the 

right side is correct As that is consistent with the 

bigger picture of  the loving character of  God. 



Eternal fire 

Ever and ever 

Fire not quenched 

Worm does not die 

A Little while 

2nd death 

No fire and no coal 

ashes 

Body & soul destroyed 

As though not been The phrases on the left look puzzling. But we thank 

God that the Bible has solved this puzzle for us with 

example of  the same phrases used elsewhere. 

 Before we look at the answers to these puzzling 

verses we will look at what the Bible says about the 

earth that burns up the wicked. 



The Bible says the earth that burns the wicked will 

pass away, and will be made new. 



Rev 21:1 “And I saw a new heaven and a new 

earth: for the first heaven and the first earth 

were passed away” 

If  the earth passes away and a new earth is made in 

its place then how can hell fire burn forever? If  hell 

fire burns forever we can never have a new earth at 

all! 



Ps 37:9-11 “For evildoers shall be cut 

off: but those that wait upon the LORD, they 

shall inherit the earth.” 

The Bible is very clear that the righteous will inherit 

the earth after the wicked are destroyed…. 

If  hell fire burns forever how can the righteous 

inherit the earth at all? 



Rev 20:15; 21:1 “And whosoever was not found 

written in the book of life was cast into the lake 

of fire…..And I saw a new heaven and a 

new earth: for the first heaven and the first 

earth were passed away” 

The Bible is clear that the new earth comes after the 

fires of  hell. 



2 Peter 3:12, 13 “…wherein the heavens being on 

fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall 

melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, 

according to his promise, look for new heavens and 

a new earth, wherein dwelleth 

righteousness.” 

Peter too is very clear that the earth burns first then 

God makes a brand new earth. 

So it is clear, therefore, that hell fire cannot burn for 

eternal ages! 



Eternal fire 

Ever and ever 

Fire not quenched 

Worm does not die 

These verses got to have some other meaning. It 

can’t mean that the fire will not go out. 



Eternal fire 

Remember God sent down fire and destroyed Sodom 

and Gommorah? The Bible tells us that fire was an 

“example” of  the final fire that God will send on all 

the wicked. 

 Please note, that the Bible mentions the fire of  

Sodom and Gomorrah that God sent was “eternal 

fire”…. 



Jude 1:7 “Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and 

the cities about them in like manner, giving 

themselves over to fornication, and going after 

strange flesh, are set forth for an example, 

suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.” 

Eternal fire 

 Is Sodom still burning today? NO! So what is 

eternal fire then?  

The fire is not eternal in duration, butthe result of  

that fire is eternal. Those two cities and the rest that 

were burnt will not come back again.  



2 Peter 2:6 “And turning the cities of Sodom and 

Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an 

overthrow, making them an ensample unto 

those that after should live ungodly.” 

Peter says, Sodom and Gomorrah were turned into 

“ashes”. 

Remember hell fire will turn the wicked into ashes 

as well? 

 Peter says, Sodom’s ashes were examples of  the 

final judgment! 



Lamentations 4:6 “… Sodom, that was 

overthrown as in a moment, and no 

hands stayed on her.” 

Jeremiah says that it took a very short while for 

Sodom to be destroyed. 

Will the final hell fire also be for a “little while”? 

Absolutely! 



was “eternal fire” 

it brought the cities to “ashes” 

in a “moment” 

Sodom and Gomorrah’s fire ..… 

It was an example of  the hell fire. 

 So God has solved Hell’s “eternal fire” with 

this example of  Sodom and Gomorrah’s fire! 



Fire not quenched 

2 Chronicles 36:19, 21 “And they burnt the 

house of God, and burnt all the palaces 

thereof with fire ….To fulfil the word of the 

LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land 

had enjoyed her sabbaths ….” 

The temple that Solomon built was burnt down by 

Nebuchadnazzar, King of  Babylon. 



Jeremiah 17:27 “But if ye will not hearken unto me 

to hallow the sabbath day, and not to bear a 

burden, even entering in at the gates of Jerusalem 

on the sabbath day; then will I kindle a fire 

in the gates thereof, and it shall devour the 

palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall                         

not be quenched.” 

Now notice what God said through Jeremiah about 

that fire. He said that fire which will destroy 

Jerusalem will NOT be Quenched!... 



Is Jerusalem temple or the place burning today? 

NO! 

 So what is unquenchable fire? It simply means 

no one can put it off  until it burns up everything. It 

doesn’t mean it will never go off! 

  

So God has solved  Hell’s “unquenchable fire” with 

this example ofJerusalem’s unquenchable fire. 



There are several examples in the Bible were this 

word “forever” is used and you will see that it has 

already met its fulfillment. 

  

We all know the story of  Jonah. We know he was 

in the belly of  the fish for 3 days and 3 nights. 

Ever and ever 



Jonah 1:17 “And Jonah was in the belly of the 

fish three days and three nights.” 

Ever and ever 



Ever and ever 

Jonah 2:6 “I went down to the bottoms of the 

mountains; the earth with her bars was about me 

for ever: yet hast thou brought up my 

life from corruption, O LORD my God.” 

The Bible usage “for ever” is different from how we 

use it today. 

  Elsewhere Jonah says he was “forever” in the 

sea! 



Ever and ever 

So “forever” here only means 3 days and 3 nights.

  

 “Forever” does not always mean eternity. It just 

means “as long as one is around”. 

  

So God has solved hell’s “for ever” fire with this 

example of  Jonah’s story. 
 



Worm does not die 

In olden days, many people buried their dead and 

some cremated them. Those who bury, the worms of  

the body destroy them completely. 

 And those who cremate the fire does the work 

of  destruction. 

 So worm and fire are the agents of  destroying the 

dead body. 



Worm does not die 

Notice a Bible verse that talks about the final 

destruction of  the wicked. 

And it uses these two words—worms and fire. 



Isaiah 66:24 “And they shall go forth, and look 

upon the carcases of the men that have 

transgressed against me: for their worm 

shall not die, neither shall their fire 

be quenched” 

Worm does not die 



 In fact the Bible makes it very clear that the 

people are dead. Only their worm is not dead. 

“Carcases” means a dead body. 

The worm will destroy the dead body. And the 

fire will bring them to ashes! 

  

So God has solved the phrase of  “their worm 

shall not die” with this text from Isaiah. 

Worm does not die 
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1 John 4:8 “God is love” 

And how can a God of  “love” who is so tender 

hearted punish his own creation, made in His own 

image, for all eternity? And that too, they just lived 

for 70 or 80 years! 



Psalm 103:8-10 “Yahweh is merciful and 

gracious, slow to anger, and abundant 

in loving kindness. He will not always accuse; 

neither will he stay angry forever. He 

has not dealt with us` according to our sins, nor 

repaid us for our iniquities.” (WEB) 

The Psalmist wrote… 



If  hell fire burns for all eternity then God is keeping 

his anger forever and is punishing people more than 

we deserve! 

 But the Palmist says just the opposite about 

our loving Father! 

 God’s righteous anger will end soon. And He 

will create a new earth. 
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The truth about hell fire is… 

1) There is fire for the wicked people and the devil 

and the wicked angels. 

2) It will burn on earth after the Millennium 

Judgment. 

3) The wicked will die in hell; They will be brought 

to ashes; They will be as though they were never 

created. 

4) And out of  the ashes of  the hell fire God creates a 

brand New Earth which the righteous will inherit 

for all eternity. 

5) God’s love is revealed even to the wicked! 
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